
GIVING HEAVEN REASON TO CELEBRATE, by Tyler Ellis 
 
My wife and I don’t watch TV, but we sure enjoy finding worthwhile movies. Films can teach us a lot about 
the culture we’re trying to reach.  Like good books, movies often resonate with us as we identify with   
characters and stories that shadow our own reality. In so doing, we find perspective and inspiration. 
 
One such movie is Hoosiers. I remember watching this movie when it came out in 1986. I was six. Shortly 
after moving to Knoxville last summer, I found a VHS copy at a thrift store and watched it that night.   
 
The story is about Norman Dale (played by Gene Hackman), who moves to the rural southwest town of   
Hickory, Indiana to coach basketball. And like most transitions, it was a challenge to say the least.     
 
There were townspeople who were still attached to the previous coach.  They didn’t know Coach Dale, and 
he didn’t know them. Players and parents disagreed with his tactics, not liking his first practices that     
covered fundamentals and conditioning without scrimmages or shooting.  The coach further alienated the 
community by having the team play with a slow, defensive style that does not immediately produce results.  
They didn’t like the town drunk he selected for Assistant Coach.  Suffice it to say, things got pretty tense. 
Townspeople booed him at games.  Some players even left the team.  
 
An emergency town meeting was called to vote on whether Dale should be dismissed.  There, Jimmy, the 
best player in town who had decided early on not to play for Coach Dale, agreed to play on the condition 
that Dale remain coach.  Thus, the townspeople voted for Dale to stay on, and Hickory went on to become 
an unstoppable team, reaching the championship game in Indianapolis.  
 
There is a lot to love about this movie.  Even the musical score was nominated for an Academy Award      
(by the way, I cut and pasted some of this from trusty Wikipedia).    
 
What I love most is the final scene.  With Jimmy scoring at the last second, Hickory takes home the 1952 
state championship, and the crowd absolutely erupts. They are hysterical with excitement and disbelief, 
jumping and clapping, laughing and crying, hugging and celebrating.  The moment went down in history. 
 
As I sit at my desk and think back on my first year as Campus Minister of the Christian Student Center, 
scenes from Hoosiers play across my mind.   
 

While my transition has had its challenges too, I 
think I’ve had it pretty good compared to Coach 
Dale. No town meeting was called to discuss my   
dismissal (at least not to my knowledge).  My Admin-
istrative Assistant, Joyce Troxler, didn’t show up at 
a Bible study drunk, like Coach Dale’s Assistant 
Coach did.  Thanks Joyce!   
 
Still, mistakes were made.  But like the final scene 
in Hoosiers, we stand together at the end of another 
season, cheering for God and His work among us.   
 
Were lessons learned?  Did Heaven have reason to 
erupt with joy?  Did we make history?  Is Tyler’s    
closet full of more orange shirts than ever before?   
  
I think this Spring Newsletters is a testimony to the 
positive answers to those questions.    
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SPRING 2016 HIGHLIGHTSSPRING 2016 HIGHLIGHTSSPRING 2016 HIGHLIGHTS   
   

Programs, Events and Activities 
 SUNDAYS: College Bible Class @ Laurel (Parables of Jesus, taught by Dave Keim) 
 MONDAYS: Hope Central (Service Project) 
 MONDAYS: Men/Women Bible Studies @ the CSC (taught by John Auxier & Ingrid Ruffin) 
 TUESDAYS: Campus Seminary @ the CSC (Discipleship Program) 
 WEDNESDAYS: $2 Lunches @ the CSC 
 WEDNESDAYS: FriendSpeak @ Laurel (Conversational English Partners) 
 THURSDAYS: Encounter @ the CSC (Worship, Bible Study and Discussion Groups) 
 WEEKENDS: Activities: Ski Trip; Joint Devotional with UCSC at TTU; Game Night; Bonfire; 

Ladies Lock-In; Guy’s Night; Max Patch Hike; Messy Day; Pancake Night. 
 MONTHLY: Catacombs (Worship Night) 
 MONTHLY: Adopt-A-Student Program (for students & Laurel members) 
 MONTHLY: Christian Relief Fund (child sponsorship)  
 MONTHLY: International Friendship Program (through the International House @ UT) 
 SEMI-ANNUALLY: Student Leadership Team Retreat (in the Smoky Mountains) 
 ANNUALLY: Fundraisers: Talent Show; Valentine’s Day Babysitting; Rent-A-Student Projects 
 ANNUALLY: National Collegiate Day of Prayer (Prayer Session) 
 ANNUALLY: Spring Break Mission Trip (at The Dream Center in Los Angeles, CA.) 
 ANNUALLY: Gulf Coast Getaway (conference for college students in Panama City Beach, FL.) 
 ANNUALLY: Torch Bearers Banquet (honoring volunteers and celebrating graduates) 
 
Notable Numbers 
 Coffee Shop Appointments = 56 (83 total this school year) 
 Personal Bible Studies = 29 (47 total this school year) 
 New Christians = 5 (11 total this school year; some of whom have plugged into the CSC, and 

some have plugged into other Campus Ministries) 

SPIRITUAL BREAKTHROUGHS IN CHRISTSPIRITUAL BREAKTHROUGHS IN CHRISTSPIRITUAL BREAKTHROUGHS IN CHRIST   
 
Meet Kelsea, Darcie, Bryn, Zack, and Allen. While each of these students has a very different    
story, the five of them represent many questions asked, many prayers prayed, many sleepless 
nights, and many cups of coffee with an open Bible. It was a joy to see them join the six who 
came to Christ last fall, surrendering to Jesus as their Leader and trusting him as their Savior.   



ENCOUNTER is our weekly large group gathering at 
the Christian Student Center, every Thursday night 
from 7-9 p.m.  This semester, Tyler Ellis initiated 
two seven-lesson series, with a great line-up of 
guest speakers from Laurel Church of Christ: Caleb 
Rucker, Jason Buehler, Jason Newby, Mark Smith, 
Frank Cardwell, Zak Coleman, Jon Russell, Lance 
Boyd, John Waters, and Matt Deen. 

/ BIBLE STUDIES 

CAMPUS SEMINARY was our Bible study on 
Tuesday nights. Our theme this semester was 
“Building Your Faith,” and also included a 
number of guest speakers: Norris Cline, Lance 
Boyd, Dave Keim, Jordan Andershcok, Gary 
Peacock, Jonathan Palk, and Scott Stewart. 

MEN’S/WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES were offered 
every Monday night, taught by John Auxier and 
Ingrid Ruffin.   



/ EVENTS 

GULFCOAST GETAWAY — In January, 40 of us drove to Panama City, FL., to attend an annual   
conference alongside 1,200 other college students.  It was a bonding and impactful experience! 

SOLID ROCK TALENT SHOW — In February, over 200 Laurel 
members came out to support our annual fundraiser.  There 
were tons of great performances, including one with the UT 
cheerleaders and mascot! Nearly $4,000 was raised for the 
Spring Break Mission Trip to Los Angeles, CA.     

MISSION TRIP — In March, 17 of us flew to Los Angeles where we spent a week serving with The 
Dream Center. This involved tutoring kids, cleaning neighborhoods, repairing a church building, 
furnishing homes, and serving food and praying with people experiencing homelessness. 

A night devoted to prayer on 
behalf of the CSC, UT, and 
friends far from God.   



FRIENDSHIP PROGRAM — In February, our International Students Coordinator, Bryan Shrader,    
initiated a new partnership with the International House at UT.  We were pleased to have  eleven 
from the CSC commit to being matched with an international student with whom we would meet 
with at least once a month.   

TORCH BEARERS BANQUET — On April 30, 84 people came out for the CSC’s “Torch Bearers Ban-
quet.”  The purpose of the event was to honor our many volunteers and celebrate our 13 seniors.   
 

Dr. Joe Johnson generously gave an inspiring keynote address.  After each graduate was             
introduced with a minute-long slideshow and given a gift, the elders huddled around them for a 
“Commissioning Prayer,” sending them out as missionaries to their new mission fields. 

/ EVENTS 



Greetings from Flagstaff, AZ! 
 
My name is Joshua Zito (the one in the 
vest), next to me is my beautiful wife 
Laura and the tiny one is our newborn 
hobbit Rosanna. We are very excited 
to join your family as I take on the 
role of Associate Campus Minister. 
This will be an exciting chapter in our 
lives, and we hope to bring the same 
level of excitement to YOU, through 
our service, our nerd-iness, and our 
mutual love for Christ! 
 
Laura and I grew up in the Churches of Christ. Both of our parents have served as  
church leaders: Laura’s father was an elder and my parents served as missionaries in Italy for 10 
years (’95-’05). Although I grew up in a Christian missionary home, I actually rejected the faith 
throughout my adolescent years. I did not accept the gift of Christ until I was 21. As a missionary 
kid, I had grown to resent the faith, and I actually harbored contempt towards God for the many 
struggles that come with missions. It wasn't until I became broken that His call pulled me to the 
feet of the cross. I had been looking for “divine-signs” my entire life, but oddly enough, it was 
the realization of the reality of our enemy, that drove me to our Lord. 
 
Laura and I have had a lot of experience in campus ministry, in fact, it’s where we fell in love! 
As some of you may know, once upon a time Tyler Ellis was OUR campus minister at NAU, and it 
was he who baptized both Laura and I. Tyler shepherded both of us during our early years as   
infant-Christians. After Tyler moved to Delaware, Laura and I continued our studies at NAU and 
stayed heavily involved in our campus ministry. Laura served on the worship team, conducted 
girl’s Bible studies, and eventually served as the Children’s Education Chair at our church. I went 
on to become our club President, and ended up wearing many different ministry hats: 
 
 Campus Ministry President (Vintage Christian Fellowship) 
 Event Coordinator for: 

 Collegiate Day of Prayer 
 Pray for the Persecuted 
 Relay for Life 
 TransiTubes (Aid for the homeless and transient population of Flagstaff) 
 Mission Trip with Apache Youth Ministry 
 Interdenominational and cross-campus-ministry CoOps 

 Bible study teacher and facilitator (Tactics in Defending the Faith by Greg Koukl) 
 Teen-class teacher 
 Graphic Designer for promotional material (print and web) 
 
Apart from my experience, I think the most valuable thing I bring to the table is my passion for 
the Great Commission. I am extremely excited to have the opportunity to exhort and encourage 
college students at UTK to live intentional Christian lives. Let us labor for our Lord, glorify His 
name, and make Him look awesome among the nations! 
 
Finally, it is a bittersweet moment where Laura and I must take off the TrueBlue colors and take 
on the Orange. And though we will always be Lumberjacks — Go Vols! 
 
Joshua Zito  
Associate Campus Minister  
ZitoDesigns@gmail.com 

/ NEW STAFF 

mailto:ZitoDesigns@gmail.com


 8/14, Orange Sunday @ Laurel Church of Christ 
 8/16, Kick Off Party  @ the CSC 
 8/17, Classes Begin @ UT 
 8/18, Encounter @ the CSC 
 8/21, College Bible Class @ Laurel Church of Christ 
 8/23, iWitness (Personal Evangelism Class) @ Laurel Church of Christ 
 8/26-28, Fall Retreat 

/ NEXT SEMESTER 

PRESIDENTPRESIDENT  
Bryan Shrader 

 

YEAR IN SCHOOLYEAR IN SCHOOL  
Senior 

 

MAJORMAJOR  
Business Analytics  

20162016--2017 STUDENT PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT2017 STUDENT PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT  

VICE PRESIDENTVICE PRESIDENT  
Warren Oja 

 

YEAR IN SCHOOLYEAR IN SCHOOL  
Second Year Grad Student 

 

MAJORMAJOR  
Music Education 
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